The mycelial status and reversibility in Histoplasma capsulatum.
The highly variable mycelial phase cultures of Histoplasma capsulatum are generally described as brown to albino colonies with the albino type overtaking the brown in a unidirectional and mainly irreversible process. In this study it was found that cultures could be reversed from albino to brown type by manipulation of substrates. As the cultural morphology and stability were shown to be essentially substrate-dependent, the mycelial status of this organism was reassessed. It is proposed that albino and intermediate variants are usually artificially induced by conventional refined carbohydrate media, while crude guano substrates tend to promote cultures of a brown wild type.